
Sidelights may be a combination light, instead of two separate lights 
as shown in figures 2 and 5.  

Anchored Vessels 
AT NIGHT: All vessels at anchor must display anchor lights. If your 
vessel is less than 164 feet in length, then its anchor light is an all-
round white light visible where it can best be seen from all directions. 
(Figure 8) 

  Figure 8 

DURING THE DAY: All vessels at anchor must display, forward 
where it can be best seen, a black ball shape. (See Figure 9)  

   
Figure 9 

EXCEPTIONS: If your vessel is less than 23 feet  in length, then it 
is not required to display an anchor light or shape unless it is 
anchored in or near a narrow channel, fairway or anchorage, or 
where other vessels normally navigate. 

If your vessel is less than 65.6 feet, then it is not required to 
display an anchor light if it is anchored in Inland Waters in a 
special anchorage designated by the Secretary of Transportation. 

 


